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SUBJECT: US-ASEAN MEETING 

1 . APRIL 3-4 MEETING IN SINGAPORE ON MTN SEEMS TO US TO 
PRESENT EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR WORKING-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH RESPONSIBLE ASEAN ECONOMIC REPS ON US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS 
TO BE HELD LATER THIS YEAR. SUCH DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE IN 

LINE WITH EA'S ECONOMIC POLICY REVIEW PAPER ON ASEAN (POINTS 
3 AND 5). 

2. IF, AS SEEMS LIKELY, US WILL HAVE NOTHING DRAMATIC TO OFFER 
ASEAN AT CONSULTATIONS, IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO BEGIN LETTING 
THIS BE KNOWN AND TO PROMOTE CONSULTATIONS AS OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ASEAN MINISTERS TO PUT THEIR INTERESTS BEFORE TOP-LEVEL USG 
OFFICIALS. MEETING COULD ALSO BE USED TO SOLICIT VIEWS FROM ASEAN 
REPS ON WHAT THEIR DELEGATIONS MAY WISH TO DISCUSS AT US- 
ASEAN CONSULTATIONS. IF AID REP COULD ATTEND, HE COULD SOUND OUT 
ASEAN REPS ON POSSIBLE REGIONAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS. 

3. WE ASSUME THAT TALKS WOULD FOLLOW MTN MEETINGS. ASSUME 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 01267 181234Z 

ALSO THAT WE WOULD HAVE TO INFORM ASEAN GOVERNMENTTS VERY 
SOON SO THAT THEY COULD PREPARE FOR MEETING AND POSSIBLY ADJUST 
THEIR DELEGATIONS. 
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